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A View From the Chair
I trust that this finds you well and that
you are enjoying the ever increasing
delights that the pubs on the Isle are
offering at the moment. I write this as
Team GB have just completed a
sensational day in the Velodrome with
some of the most exciting TV I’ve seen for
ages, also we are in the middle of a
heatwave and with the Perseids meteor
showers lightening up the night skies
everyone seems to have an extra skip in
their step. No doubt when you read this
article the Olympics will be history and the weather less clement, nil desperandum!
I am pleased to announce that many pubs across the Isle are offering card-carrying CAMRA
members discounts and a list identifying these pubs is on page 22. This discount list is published
on our website and Facebook page; please do reference these online as these will be amended
and added to over time.
In the past few months we have successfully hosted the Broadstairs arm of CAMRA’s
revitalisation project. It was good to meet Michael Hardman, one of CAMRA’s founder members,
and to be part of the ongoing evolution of CAMRA. Please do take time to visit the CAMRA
website to see how this project is progressing and add your own views on how you think CAMRA
should look in the future. I would like to thank Peter Shaw, Chairman of Crampton Tower
Museum, who not only allowed us to use the Museum’s hall to host this event but also for his
ongoing support for CAMRA.
Each year we are allocated a maximum of eleven pubs to be entered in the annual CAMRA Good
Beer Guide, judging is always keen and competitive as we have so many excellent pubs. I always
find it disappointing when some great pubs miss out because of the consistently high standards
locally. These are emphasised when we see the Yard of Ale achieving East Kent Pub of the Year
again. Well done.
I mentioned in the last issue of the Ale of Thanet that we could see some new breweries springing
up on the Isle. Well, Micky Rush at NauticAles has produced a number of fine ales for the
micropub and is looking to increase volumes. Their Maiden Voyage has been very well received
and will now be brewed as the flagship ale for the pub. I know that I am not alone in saying that it
is an excellent ale. Look out for the NauticAles weekend lunchtime events where they will be
hosting a pub hub meeting place for CAMRA members; between 12 and 3pm on Saturday and
Sunday all card-carrying members will be offered pints at just £2.50. That goes for ale and cider
so hopefully we will see you there. There is another microbrewery which is not ready for
production, however I will be delighted to highlight them in the next issue.
On the pub front, our own Thanet CAMRA committee member Matt Edmondson has opened a
popup pub in the old Punch and Judy site on Margate’s seafront. Matt is offering members 20p
discount on Tuesdays & Wednesdays so please head down and say hello and enjoy the view
whilst savouring one of his delightful ales.
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Whilst we are very fortunate to have so many new pubs opening on the Isle it is important to
recognise that living in Thanet we are blessed with a number of old traditional pubs. These form a
valuable part of our heritage and it is important that we are aware of any developments that may
affect their future. CAMRA has a very strong campaign promoting pubs as Assets of Community
Value (ACV) and our branch has a subcommittee devoted to ensuring that our heritage is not lost.
CAMRA has been successful in mobilising MPs and legislation is in place to help a pub that is a
community asset to be awarded ACV status. If you feel that your pub is in this category please do
come along to one of our meetings so we can discuss it with you. All CAMRA meetings are listed on
our website.
So let me wish you happy responsible drinking and I look forward to meeting you at one of the
Isle’s wonderful pubs. A weekend lunchtime drink at NauticAles anyone?
Cheers
Martin Baldwin
Thanet CAMRA Chairman

TRADING STANDARDS
If you feel that you have been treated unfairly in a pub, club or bar
you should contact Trading Standards by either speaking to an advisor
on 08454 04 05 06 or visiting www.kent.gov.uk//tradingstandards
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Bar None
Local Pub News
property into a micropub. The pub
opened it’s doors in July and is decked
out with a railway theme.
CLIFTONVILLE
NORTHDOWN Summerfield Road
The planning application to change the
premises into mixed usage - a pharmacy
(A1), micropub (A4) and residential (C3) was granted in July. To be run by Alan
from the Wheel Alehouse there is lots of
work to be done before the place can
open.
FORTS Cliff Terrace
Richard and
The planning application submitted by
Carole Lane
landlord Kevin Harding to convert the Deli of the
shop and cafe further along Charlotte
Harbour
Street into a pub with an on-site brewery Arms have
was approved by the council along with a now taken
further application to change the exterior. over the lease
Contracts have now been exchanged and of this cafe;
Kevin is working on the new design and
the previous
refurbishment and at this stage there is
owners,
no definitive date for opening.
Penny & Stewart, departed as Ale of
Thanet went to press. Richard & Carole
MIND THE GAP
hope to run it as a cafe bar serving cask
156 High Street
beers and ciders along-side the food and
Shawn Galvin cowill be extending the opening hours.
owner of the Yard
of Yard and his
BAR, 244 Northdown Road
A planning application has been
wife Clare
submitted to change the former HSBC
successfully
bank into a drinking establishment.
gained planning
permission to turn
MARGATE
a former retail
BOTTLE SHOP BAR, Marine Drive
The planning
application by
the owners of
the Bottle Shop
in Canterbury’s
Goods Shed to
turn
office/estate
agents into a
bar was
successful and the place open its doors at
the end of June serving a selection of
craft keg and bottle beers.
WELCOME to this issue’s Bar None.
BROADSTAIRS
THIRTY-NINE STEPS, Charlotte Street
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LITTLE PRINCE (OLD KENT MARKET)
Fort Hill
What the
media has
been billing as
Britain’s
smallest pub
has opened in
Margate. The
Little Prince is
brainchild of
Andy Barrett
of Ramsgate's
Belgium Bar
and is housed in a small unit measuring
3m x 2m (11' x 6'6") within the Old Kent
Market, an indoor market which was
formerly the Matchroom sports bar and
at one time a cinema,
opposite Margate
Harbour. There is
standing room for
about six punters
inside the unit,
though extra seating
and tables are
available outside the
pub within the
market. The pub
serves one real ale (which at busy times
can run out), a real cider & a draught
lager, plus wines, various sprints and
bottled beers & ciders.
ALE CAESAR Marine Terrace
This popup pub has opened in the old Punch
and Judy site on Margate’s seafront. Serving
ales straight from the cask from a temperature
controlled cool room along with real ciders.
BAR, Westbrook Promenade
An application to house a couple of

wooden cabins on a site close to the
Nayland Rock, one to house a bar and the
other to house a cafe has been submitted
to the council.
RAMSGATE
JACKSON’S WHARF York Street
This pub has shut down again after a
short reopening. Rumours still abound
that it may possibly be converted into a
coffee shop.
WESTGATE-ON-SEA
KNOT Beach Road
There is a planning application, which is
still awaiting a decision, to convert parts of
the pub into various sized flats, keeping
part of the premises as a micropub and
with a town house to occupy part of the
garden.
WALMER CASTLE Canterbury Road
It was suggested last issue that this pub
had been brought by Sainsbury’s agents
Colliers. This isn’t the case as a planning
application to turn it into a ground floor
community centre with three two-bedded
flats occupying the upper rooms has been
submitted to the council.
PUBLIC HOUSE Unit 4 Former Goods
Yard
An application has been submitted to the
council for the change of use from A1
(retail) to A4 (drinking establishment) for
one of four new retail units being built on
Westgate’s former goods yard.
That’s it for now but if you have any pub
news or views please email me at:
steve@thanet-camra.org.uk
Steve Saunders
Pubs Officer
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Supermarkets, Tax And Pubcos To Blame For Pub Closures
Pubs are being forced out of business by cheap supermarket prices, high
beer taxes and the high rents and wholesale beer prices charged by pub
owning property companies, according to a new polling report on consumer
perceptions from the Campaign for Real Ale.
YouGov asked more than 2,000 Brits what they thought was leading to pubs closing currently at a rate of 21 a week - on behalf of CAMRA.
More than four-fifths (82 per cent) said the cost of alcohol in supermarkets compared
to pubs was a factor that had a fair, or great, impact on pub closures.
The taxes levied on pubs, including beer duty, VAT and business rates also had a
great, or fair, impact on forcing pubs out of business according to 69 per cent of those
surveyed.
Almost 78 per cent of people also blamed the high rents and wholesale beer prices
charged to tenants by the pub owning property companies..
CAMRA figures released at the start of the summer showed that the rate of pub
closures has slowed from 27 to 21 per week, but CAMRA Chairman Colin Valentine
said the rate of closures was still "alarming and unacceptably high".
Colin added: "The survey findings highlight the issues that have driven CAMRA's
campaigning for many years now.
"We've long campaigned for a fairer deal for publicans from the property companies
which own their pubs and have seen recent success in the introduction of the Pubs
Code and the appointment of a Pubs Code Adjudicator.
"People clearly agree with us that the level of tax charged on beer and on pubs is too
high and needs to be addressed. Again, CAMRA and the beer and pub industry has
seen some success in persuading the government to abolish the beer duty escalator
and cut tax over the last few years, but Ministers need to go further in supporting the
industry.
"Despite these campaign wins, a pint in a local is becoming an unaffordable luxury,
driving people away from the safe and social environment of the pub and encouraging
them instead to drink cheap alcohol in their homes.
"We'd urge the government to continue to work to address what people see as the key
issues threatening pubs. We'd also urge people to continue to support their local pubs
as much as possible. Please lend your support to local campaigns to save pubs which
are under threat and, of course, sign up to CAMRA to join the 180,000 members
committed to reducing the numbers of pubs closing across the country."

A Speciality Beer Has Won Camra Champion Beer Of Britain
A speciality beer has won CAMRA's Supreme Champion Beer of Britain for
the first time. Bingham's Vanilla Stout, brewed in Berkshire, was named the
best beer of 2016 at the Champion Beer of Britain Awards Dinner held on
evening of the 9 August at the Hilton Hotel, Olympia, London.
The award comes after almost a year of local tasting panels and regional heats seeing
the best beers across the UK invited to compete at the Great British Beer Festival.
Final judging for the competition was held at the huge beer festival which opened its
doors to the public on August 9 and over the next week will see more than 50,000
people visiting Olympia in London to sample their choice of more than 900 beers, cider
and perries – including the chance to try the nation's best beer.
Bingham's Vanilla Stout is a 5 per cent Dark Stout infused with vanilla and dark
malts to create a smooth and dark beer.
The Kent based Old Dairy brewery's Snow Top claimed the silver award in the
Champion Beer of Britain competition. The 6 per cent ABV Old Ale has already taken
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a gold award at CAMRA's National Winter Ale's Festival and is described by the
brewery as the "perfect winter warmer" with fruitcake and marmalade flavours.
Placing third in the competition was Tring brewery's Death or Glory, a 7.2 per cent
Barley Wine, brewed by appointment to the Queen's Royal Lancers. The beer is
described by the Hertfordshire brewery as being a rich and sweet barley wine with a
complex nature.
CAMRA national director responsible for the Champion Beer of Britain Competition
Nik Antona said: "This year all the judges commented on how high quality all the
beers were in the final stages of the competition and what a wide range of styles and
beers they had to try and choose between.
"Bingham's Vanilla Stout is packed full of comforting flavours and I'm sure it will be a
popular Champion Beer Choice. It's great to see a speciality beer win the award for the
first time in the history of the competition and our congratulations go to the brewery."

Pint Of The Usual, Boris!
Boris Johnson has topped the poll which really matters - which politician
we'd most trust to run a local pub.
The former Mayor of London and now Foreign Secretary would be most
trusted to pull pints and lend a sympathetic ear across the bar, according to
figures released at the Campaign for Real Ale's Great British Beer Festival, running all
this week at Olympia London.
More than one in five (22 per cent) of those surveyed by
YouGov on behalf of CAMRA said they'd trust Johnson to
run their local pub.
Outgoing UKIP leader Nigel Farage is no stranger to pubs
but with 17 per cent trusting him to pull pints, was just
pipped to the post by Boris.
The outcome of the Conservative leadership battle was
reflected in CAMRA's findings, with Theresa May coming out
ahead of Liam Fox, Andrea Leadsom, Michael Gove and
Stephen Crabb. One in ten Brits would trust the new Prime
Minister to serve their pints and packets of crisps.
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn will no doubt be pleased to
hear that he's also considered more adept at running a pub
than recent leadership challengers. The poll found that he
was more trusted to run a local than Angela Eagle and Owen
Smith. He also beat Labour's Deputy leader, Tom Watson,
Nigel Farage beaten into second
and Shadow Chancellor, John McDonnell.
place by Boris Johnson as the person
most people would trust to run their
With the European Referendum still fresh in drinkers'
memories, Corbyn tops the poll among remain voters, while local. Mr Farage on the electoral
campaign trail at last year’s Easter
Johnson and Farage would be most trusted to keep a bar by Beer festival
those who voted to leave.
CAMRA chairman Colin Valentine said: "While the poll is a bit of fun, it shows that in
many cases running a pub requires a lot of the skills of a good politician.
"You need to be able to listen, to be diplomatic and be able to talk to a huge range of
people and understand what they need.
"Pubs are the vital heart of our communities and the people who use them demand a
lot of the people who run them - very similar to the demands we make on politicians.
It's not just about running a business, it's running something which plays a huge part
in the lives of the community around them.
"I hope all politicians from all political parties realise the responsibility they have to
help support the great British pub trade and also realise what a hard job publicans
have to survive."
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A Big City Walk
Earlier in the summer, accompanied by
Madam Treasurer and your esteemed
Editor, I squeezed on to the 10.05 to St
Pancras (why that train is formed of only
six cars I’ll never know) for a brief foray
into London’s pub scene. Leaving St
Pancras and
crossing the
Euston Road,
we made our
way down Grays
Inn Road to our
first port of call,
the Calthorpe
Arms, at the junction with Wren Street.
This typical London street corner local is
run by the Ram
PubCo (Young’s)
and proved a
good starting
point for our
walk.
We then
continued down
Grays Inn Road, turning left into
Clerkenwell Road, then right into Leather
Lane, where we
found the
imposing greentiled frontage of
the Craft Beer Co
at no. 82. They
have around 16
cask ales
available, alongside some 200 bottled
and canned craft
beers, plus much
craft keggery. In
fact, there’s
almost too much
choice, especially
if your visit is
only a brief one like ours. I noted that
one of the bottled beers, a rare Belgian
Gueuze, was priced at a staggering
£75.00. But don’t
worry, it was a 75cl
bottle!
Next, we set off again
down Leather Lane
and turned left into

Greville Street, right into Hatton Garden,
left into Charterhouse Street and finally left
into Ely Place and
Ye Olde Mitre Inn.
This award
winning gem dates
from 1546 and was
once actually part
of Cambridgeshire,
with its licence
issued in Cambridge rather than London.
Now a Fullers pub, you can almost feel the
history exuding
from the dark wood
panelling. Apart
from Chiswick’s
finest, they also
have three guest
ales from micros
around the country so you won’t be stuck
with London Pride if that doesn’t happen to
be your fancy.
Reluctantly tearing ourselves away, we
returned to the junction
with Charterhouse
Street, turned left and
continued east until we
came to the junction with
Farringdon Road and
headed left towards the Sir John Oldcastle
for a good-value Wetherspoons lunch.
Our appetites sated, we continued north
along Farringdon Road/
Kings Cross Road and
turned left into Acton Street
where the Queen’s Head can
be found at no. 66. Three
well-kept London beers plus
an impressive bottled beer
list has made this superb
Victorian pub one of the best in London
and just two minutes walk from St Pancras
to boot!
We hope to do
another walk in the
early autumn,
location to be
decided, so look out
for more adventures in a future Ale of
Thanet.
Colin Aris
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A Tour of Prague by Microbrewery
Lynne asked me what I would like to do for my birthday. I thought for a few seconds
and said a tour of some Prague microbreweries and micropubs. So this January it was
off to the freezing cold Czech Republic on a bargain £50 return sleazy jet flight. We
stayed out of town at a place about 15 minutes from the centre by tram just behind
the erotic shop, an easy landmark to find the hotel. We were staying for five nights at
the 3* Hotel Ostruvek. We had the addresses of about 30 microbreweries on our list
and a bus and tram pass for 5 days. Could we possibly do six breweries a day and
visit them all? Would we be able to find them? They were littered all over the city,
some located 15 miles or so from the centre. Well we would give it a try!
After arriving late in the evening we spent 3 minutes in the room then we headed for a
bar we knew well, ZLÝ ČASY, situated at Čestmíova 5, Nusle,
a 5 minute walk away. Trams 11, 18 will get you there from
the centre of Prague. NáěstíBratříSynků is the local station
name.
This pub has the most draft beers - 38! Who could drink all
those? There is a cellar bar attracting drinkers from all over
the world. It is all non-smoking unlike several Prague bars we
were to visit. I had forgotten what cigarettes smelt like. We
loved the Bad Flash stout at 8 %. This cost 69 kns, £2 a half litre at the time but
£2.20 post-Brexit! We met 3 Norwegian guys who offered us a taste of their bottled
beer and asked us to guess what it was. We couldn't believe we were drinking a 17%
Brewdog special edition bottled beer at £20 a bottle. Those rich Norwegian guys are
sooo generous. Not a bad place to have your local.
The next day we headed into the centre of Prague. Here we
found Novomĕstský Pivovara, Vodičkova 20  about 15 trams
stop here. The entrance is pretty hard to spot, it's down a
shopping arcade passage way; it’s very food orientated. They
had 4 beers on, all different colours
and we chose a beer bat of them all.
Four 20 cl cost 135 Kns. Today it is
32kcs to the £, so ¾ of a litre of beer
was £4.30. This place isn't cheap and though we really enjoyed
the stout it worked out at not far off £4 a pint, very expensive
for Czech beer but not for a microbrewery, so we moved on
after we finished one bat. Quite a posh brewery; far too well
polished to be a proper working brewery I thought.
We then headed struggled off north of the castle in the snow
and ice. It took a while to get to the next place, the Klasterni
Pivovar Strahovbut Monastery by the Castle at Strahovské
Návoří 302, home of the Monastic Brewery 
though we did find it eventually.
To get there, take the 22 or 23 tram from
Malostranská which go up the hairpin
bends of Chotkova, past the castle and
alight just before the monastery on
Keplerova. Walk straight ahead following the tram, cross the main
road, and then walk up the small lane that heads uphill to the right.
At the top, turn left through the large arched gates in front of you
into Strahovskénávoři. They have lots of different beers here though
all are rather pricey compared to your standard bar. We stuck to one beer. This is
another very foody place and was packed with foreign tourists. The area is totally
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picturesque and is well worth a visit as is the Castle and
monastery. The Norbert Special dark ale at 5.5% was
gorgeous. However at 80 kcs for a half litre, £3 a pint it was
three times the average price of a regular Czech beer. Most of
the beers on tap were from the Norbert brewery. The IPA at
6.3% was very inviting.
We headed North on tram 22 to the Bernard bar about 10
minutes away. Here they have five beers on, light and dark,
including Bernard and Ferdinand all at about £1.30 for a half litre, much cheaper
than the two brewery bars we had visited. After a session at Zly Casy on the way back
that was it for the night.
The following day we first headed for Pivovarsky Klub,
Kriizikova 17, Karlin at the Florenc Metro, exit by the Křižíova
steps and the brewpub is 100 metres along the street towards
the railway viaduct. Florenc tram stop (trams 8,24) is one
block behind the metro, and the bus station is almost
opposite the pub. It has two of its
own draught beers plus four guest
micro beers and has a selection of over 200 bottle beers with
over 150 from Czech Republic. We tried the dark draught beer
and some wonderful bottled porter; 45kcs for a half litre porter
at 8%. Again the brewery equipment looked far too new to
have ever been used.
We decided to head off next to a brewery based in the Hotel
Victor (Žižkovský Pivovar), Husitská 72, Praha-Žižkov.
Tram  11  Direction: Spojovací Depart NáěstíBratříSynků.
When you get to Radhošťskáits, a short walk to Husitska  it’s
not that not that far from Florenc station and Pivovarsky Klub.
There were four beers on tap. There is a
small Beer Museum to the rear. Pivo
Victor dark was my beer of choice, 5%
and £1.50 a half litre. The bar man was
very informative.
Our final brewery for the day was at SOUSEDSKÝ PIVOVAR
BAŠTA, Táorská49, Nusle. We got the tram 18 to Nuselska
Radnice then walked along following the tramlines, crossed at
Sezimova, and the brewpub was on the right only two
minutes from the tram stop. It was only 3 tram stops from Zly
Casy; a nice brewpub which opened at the turn of 2008. The
brewery is in a side room. They produce a range of beers and
sold Belgian Delirium on draught. Wow, what a beer! Half a
litre was £3, the same as a draught
half litre of Kasteel rouge. At 12%
that was great value. Loads cheaper
than you would pay in Belgium. I loved the local IPA at 6%
and 49 for a half litre, £1.50 and full of hops. We were well
out of it after coming out of this place. We loved this place so
much we visited it on three occasions. Back to Zly Casy for a
quick nightcap and a game of snowballs and day three was
over.
The next day was my birthday so we headed off on the tram
for our furthest trip. However our guide leaflet had given us the wrong information.
Pivnice Nad Šákou, (Libocký Pivovar), Europska 209, Praha 6 is not on tram 22. We
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went to the terminus at both ends of the line. Four hours of
drinking was missed. In fact we found the place opposite
McDonalds about five bus stops before the airport to the
North of Prague when we were leaving; too late for a beer.
Back to the centre of Prague we headed off to the Richter
Brewery, located in the Pivovar u Bulovky pub, which is at
Bulovka 17. We took tram 24 to Bulovka stop. Crossed the
road at the end of the tram stop and
it was down the hill approx 100 metres. The regular beer is
Richter Lezak – Cesky type lager. We had an Irish Red ale;
very nice and 38 kcs for half a litre of 5% beer, £1.20 a half
litre. All the beers are brewed according to the
Reinheitsgebot, unfiltered and
unpasteurised. The brewery was
manned by a young lad and girl who
looked no older than nineteen. They brewed the beer in front
of us in their big Wellington boots. This brewery definitely
was a working brewery. After that we headed back to the
Baska brewery, Zly Casy and a couple of bars that stayed
open till 3 am… which the brewery bars certainly didn't.
On our final full day we decided to look for Pivovar Sedivak,
Katovicka 410/6. This brew pub was miles out of the centre.
It was a five stop bus ride from Kobylisy station on the C
metro line. We had to trek through two feet of snow for half a
mile from the bus stop. This place is on the ground floor of a
multi-storey block of flats. It works as a real time machine
that takes you well into the 80s and 90´s and is mostly for
local punters, this place is a suburban smoky pub but is well
worth a visit. You won’t find any
tourists here. We drank the light beer, 5% and at 20 kcs a
half litre, less than 60p a pint, was a bargain.
Making our way back to the centre we headed for Pivovar
Kolčavka, Nad Kolcavkou 8/907. Take Metro B to Palmovka,
follow Na Zertvach, under the railway and highway and turn
left. This is not a brewpub that is easily find. It’s a
neighbourhood brewpub that is located in a residential area
with no shops around. There are seven taps and you can see the brewery. Half a litre
of Kolcavka dark was £1.40 and 5% - quite fruity. There was a brewery tour with
about thirty locals whilst we were there.
On our final day before heading for the airport we found
Pivovar Narodni,Náodní8, Praha 1.
It’s near the river and art gallery.
This new restaurant and brewery
offers its own beer Czech Lion beer,
5% and is a very foody place.
However, we found the beer very
tasty though more expensive than the average bar.
Well I’m not sure how many bars we went in that I haven't
mentioned but there were quite a few. I've also left a few microbreweries for our next
visit.
Love Prague

Danny O’Sullivan and Lynne Backler
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Real Ale ê Real Cider ê Real Quirky
40 High Street Margate Kent CT9 1DS
07743 567006
Fezmicropub
pistolboogie
fez-margate
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NauticAles Pub Hub offer to CAMRA Members
Meet up at lunch-time every Saturday and Sunday
between 12 and 3pm at the Thanet CAMRA Pub
Hub
No more boring weekends, the NauticAles micropub
are offering a Pub Hub get together for card carrying
CAMRA members and between 12 and 3pm all pints
will be just £2.50, this is for both Ales and Cider.
This is an excellent opportunity to meet other
CAMRA members and enjoy a lunch time pint at
discounted prices.
There is three different ales available and many
varieties of cider, at least one of the ales will be from the NauticAles brewery.
We hope that the Pub Hub weekly meeting will be successful and we look forward to
seeing you there.
A big thank you to Micky Rush and Jim Greenfield for making this very generous offer.
The NauticAles micropub can be found at 347 Margate Road Ramsgate CT12 6SG

BRANCH EVENTS
The branch holds regular meetings and events in venues throughout Thanet. To
see what we are doing in the coming months visit our website at www.thanetcamra.org.uk, head to our facebook page or follow us on Twitter.
In the last issue we used a picture in the article on the Easter Beer Festival which we forgot to credit to the Thanet Gazette. We apologise for this omission
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A Nostalgic Return to the Roots: Part 2
The wife and I had arranged a weekend
beer shop in the afternoon and a micropub
visit to see my brother and family in
Holbeach, Lincs. We decided to first stop
off back in my home town of Stamford (see
last quarter’s issue).
With the departure of the Delaine bus –
this was our cue to leave Stamford and hit
the road for Holbeach, 27 miles up the
road. A pleasant run and a turn in for the
rest of the day, chinwag to catch up and a
good nights kip. Saturday took the four of
us (wife, brother, his wife and myself) into
by night. A third micropub is being sought
at an unnamed location as well – so from 0
to 3 within a few months – the micropub
trade is escalating in Peterborough. This
brings us quite nicely to our move and
wander round Spalding, here we just
happened to bump into the micropub in the
heart of the town The Prior’s Oven. What a
nice surprise – great building and well worth
a visit if you find yourself in Spalding. It is
over 800 years old, was the Priory jail and
more recently a bakery hence the name. It
has a hexagonal bar, sloping circular
Peterborough not for a boozy session but
cascading buttresses, a spiral staircase
just a morning revisit for a look round. It
through arched doors to the loo and upper
had certainly become more cosmopolitan
floor. The upper floor was populated by
to what I remember as while we were
there, there was a Diwali going on and we punters sporting jugs of beer to relax away
the time. The micropub caters for the local
palate – stocking beers from a few miles
around: - Grainstore (based in Oakham,
Rutland), Austendyke (Spalding), Brewsters
(Grantham), Tydd Steam (from Tydd St Giles
just over the border in Cambs), Hopshackle

watched a pipe band from Peru strutting
their stuff as well. The next visit to
Peterborough (got to be soon) will include
a visit to the micropub The Bimble Inn
(former pharmacy), which is soon to open
its doors (lease signed, reported 30 March)
and there is a second planned for this
summer -The Stone Works (former betting
shop) also in the centre of Peterborough
(Church St), this is an intriguing mix as it
will be coffee shop in the morning, bottle

& Star (Market Deeping) – tasters of all
including the coming soon – we all just had
to. Started on the Tydd Steam Stjarnskadare
golden ale (say that when you’ve had a few
or when you haven’t) for a hop head like me,
I really enjoyed this (it won the silver award
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for best bitter at the Cornwall beer fest
course, Ye Olde Red Lion in Bicker. We were
2012) and then settled on the Grainstore’s entertained with live music and although a
Rutland Beast (seven different malts &
bit of a comedown, the beer menu was
Adnams Southwold bitter and Courage
Directors both well-kept and the meal was
blinding. The
pic is the
Directors and I
did get it
topped up - got
no idea who’s
the red wine
was as none of
us were
drinking it –
obviously just
wanted it’s
wheat, three hops), a strong mild at 5.3%, picture taken. A fitting end to our sojourn in
smooth and slight chocolate taste there as Lincolnshire.
well. Oh well, got to leave – going out for a
Graham Rickett.
meal this evening – where? In a pub of

THANET PUBS SELLING LOCALLY
BREWED BEERS

We hope to stock Ale of Thanet
regularly in these pubs

Listed below are pubs and bars that are known to
regularly sell real ales from breweries within 20 miles
of Thanet.
Birchington: Wheel AleRamsgate: Artillery Arms,
house Broadstairs: BradChurchill Tavern, Comfort
stow Mill, Chapel, Charles Inn, Conqueror Alehouse,
Dickens, Dolphin, George Earl St Vincent, Elephant &
Inn, Little Albion, Pavilion, Castle, Flying Horse, Hotel
Tartar Frigate, Thirty-Nine
De Ville, Hovelling Boat
Steps Cliftonville: Tap
Montefiore Arms,
Room Margate: Ales of
NauticAles, Oak Hotel,
the Unexpected, Fez, Har- Queen Charlotte, Queens
bour Arms, Lifeboat, Little Head, Red Lion St. Peters:
Prince, Mechanical EleFour Candles, Yard of Ale
phant, Two Halves, Wig
Westgate: Bake & Aleand Pen Minster: Hair of house Reading Street (St.
the Dog, New Inn Pegwell:
Peters): White Swan
Sir Stanley Gray

Birchington: Wheel Alehouse Broadstairs:
Thirty-Nine Steps, Mind the Gap, Margate:
Ales of the Unexpected, Fez, Harbour Arms,
London Tavern, Mechanical Elephant, Two
Halves, Wig & Pen Minster: Hair of the Dog,
New Inn, Minster & Monkton Royal British
Legion Club Pegwell: Sir Stanley Gray
Ramsgate: Artillery Arms, Churchill Tavern,
Conqueror Alehouse, Hovelling Boat,
Montefiore Arm, NauticAles St. Peters: Four
Candles, Yard of Ale Westgate: Bake &
Alehouse

Thanet CAMRA cannot guarantee the availability of a local
ale or the quality of the ale served in any establishments
listed and cannot be held responsible for any errors or
omissions to this list.

Other pubs in Thanet, East Kent and beyond also
stock Ale of Thanet irregularly.
It is published quarterly in February, May,
August & November.
It can be viewed online at issuu.com/aleofthanet
or downloaded from the branch website.

CAMRA Discounts For Card Carrying
Members
NauticAles (Ramsgate) will provide a CAMRA meeting
hub on Saturdays between 12 and 3pm where they
will offer 50p off a pint (Ale and Cider).
Ale Caesar (Margate) 20p of a pint all day Tuesday
& Wednesday
Harbour Arms (Margate) will offer 10% off a pint
anytime
Wheel Alehouse (Birchington) 20p lunchtime
Tuesday
The Tap Room (Cliftonville) 20p off Monday and
Tuesday
Bake and Alehouse (Westgate) 25p off all day Tuesday
London Tavern (Margate) 20p off on Tuesday
The Fez (Margate) 20p off all day Monday
Offers correct at time of going to press (Aug 2016) they may be withdrawn or altered at anytime please
ask when ordering.
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Thanet Beer Festival
Volunteers Away Day
On Saturday 18 June a number
of our beer festival volunteers
enjoyed a day out
to the CAMRA
and KESR Real
Ale & Cider
Festival in
Tenterden.
Each year
volunteers visit
a beer festival as a mark of
gratitude for their help, coach
transport and the entry
glass with tokens is
provided free of charge.
The festival was great fun
and was held in the
grounds of the Kent and
East Sussex Railway which
is a heritage steam railway
which was operating and
many volunteers took the
opportunity of turning back
time and travelling on a steam
train. Next to the festival site is
the Old Dairy brewery which is
brewing exceptional ales, we
were fortunate enough to be
given a tour by their head brewer,
Glenn Whatman, who displayed a
high level of passion about his
job. It was very pleasing to hear
that Old Dairy Snow Top was
voted runner up in the CAMRA
Champion Beer of Britain; it is
truly a wonderful ale and the
brewery deserves the accolades
that it is now receiving. Many
volunteers toured the brewery
and as is customary lots of free
samples were available.
We all had a wonderful time and
look forward to our next outing
in 2017. Why not become a
volunteer our beer festival next
year? It’s fun to ‘work’ with other
like-minded people and of course be
part of the volunteers free away day
later in the summer. Here are some
random photos of the outing…

Article & pictures by Martin Baldwin

20

12 Bar Brewing Company
Marden TN12 9QJ
07860 165048 / 07739 695129
www.12barbrewingco.co.uk
Amazing Brewery
Sandgate CT20 3AH
01303248525
Bexley Brewery
Erith DA8 2AJ
01322 337368
bexleybrewery.co.uk
Brew Buddies
Swanley Village
brew-buddies.co.uk
Canterbury Ales
Chartham CT4 7HF
01227 732541
www.canterbury-ales.co.uk
Canterbury Brewers
Canterbury CT1 2RU
01227 455899
www.thefoundrycanterbury.co.
uk/canterbury-brewers
Caveman Brewery
Swanscombe DA10 0LQ
07769 710665
www.cavemanbrewery.co.uk
Dartford Wobbler
South Darenth DA4 9LB
01322 866233
www.dartfordwobbler.com
Four Candles
St Peters CT10 2AT
thefourcandles.co.uk
G2
Ashford TN23 1EH
01233 630277
www.g2brewing.com
Goachers
Tovil ME15 6TA
01622 682112
www.goachers.com
Goody Ales
Herne CT6 7NP
01227 361555
www.goodyales.co.uk
Hopdaemon Brewery
Newnham ME9 0NA
01795 892078
www.hopdaemon.com
Hop Fuzz Brewery
West Hythe CT21 4NB
07858 562878

KENT
BREWERIES

Ripple Steam Brewery
Sutton CT15 5DH
07917 037611
ripplesteambrewery.co.uk
www.hopfuzz.co.uk/
Rockin' Robin Brewery
Isla Vale Alesmiths
Boughton-Monchelsea ME17 4LR
Margate CT9 5DJ
01622 747106
01843 292451
www.rockinrobinbrewery.co.uk
islavalealesmiths.co.uk
Romney Marsh Brewery
Kent Brewery
New Romney TN28 8AN
West Malling ME19 5JN
01797 362333
01634 780037
www.romneymarshbrewery.com
www.kentbrewery.com
Shepherd Neame
Larkins Brewery
Faversham ME13 7AX
Chiddingstone TN8 7BB
01795 532206
01892 870328
www.shepherdneame.co.uk
www.larkinsbrewery.co.uk
Simply Hops
Mad Cat Brewery
Paddock Wood TN12 6DQ
Faversham ME13 8XU
0800 1075073
07960 263615
www.simplyhops.com/aboutwww.madcatbrewery.co.uk
simply-hops
Maidstone Brewing Co
Swan on the Green
Maidstone ME16 0DZ
West Peckham ME18 5JW
01622 757705
01622 812271
Musket Brewery
www.swan-on-the-green.co.uk
Maidstone ME17 4AG
Time & Tide
07967 127278
Eastry CT14 0BX
www.musketbrewery.co.uk
07840 327265
Nelson Brewery
timeandtidebrewing.co.uk
Chatham ME4 4TE
Tír Dhá Ghlas Brewery
01634 832828
Dover CT17 9BY
www.nelsonbrewery.co.uk
01304 211666
Old Dairy Brewery
www.cullinsyard.co.uk/brewery
Tenterden TN30 6HE
Tonbridge Brewery
01580 763867
East Peckham TN12 5HF
olddairybrewery.com
07962 016286
Old Forge Brewery
www.tonbridgebrewery.co.uk
Mersham TN25 6NU
Turnstone Ales
01233 720444
Whitstable CT5 1DN
www.thefarriersarms.com/brew
Turnstone-Ales
ery
Wantsum Brewery
Pig & Porter
Hersden CT3 4AL
Royal Tunbridge Wells TN2 3EF 0845 0405980
01424 893519
www.wantsumbrewery.co.uk
pigandporter.co.uk
Westerham Brewery
Ramsgate Brewery
Crockham Hill TN8 6SA
Broadstairs CT10 2YD
01732 864427
01843 868453
westerhambrewery.co.uk
www.ramsgatebrewery.co.uk
Whitstable Brewery
Range Ales
Maidstone ME17 2AY
Hythe CT21 4LR
01622 851007
01303 230842
www.whitstablebrewery.co.uk
www.rangealesbrewery.co.uk
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